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Dinuba Presbyter ian Church  

 Announcements  
Thank you to all of our 

church family for the 

cards, food, phone calls, 

visits and prayers during 

our loss of our son and 

brother (in October). 

George, Nancy and Peg 

 

Th an k s for  th e 

pr ayer s, g et  well 

car ds, ph on e ca lls  

an d vis its  du r in g  

m y r ecen t  su r g er y.  

Specia l th an k s to 

th e Deacon s for  ar -

r an g in g  th e food 

du r in g  su r g er y an d 

a fter war ds. 

 

Peg  Hoov ler 

 

     

Samaritan Purse  

38 boxes and 

$286.00 collected!  

Thank you for all your 

support of this impor-

tant ministry.  

Barbara Fry  
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We are heading into one of my favorite seasons of the year, Advent. When I was growing up I only 
knew it as Christmas. Since I grew up in a non-church-going family, it was all about lights, decora-
tions, Santa Claus and gifts. Because my father owned an electrical supply store, we had every con-
ceivable light decoration for the season one can imagine. And growing up in Chicago there was usu-
ally snow on the ground. It has taken me a while to think that Christmas is just around the corner 
when Iõm wearing shorts and a polo shirt in California. And, of course, Dinuba and the Valley have 
their own special experience of the season, fog. Itõs my new marker that Christmas is coming. Itõs 
presence beats the playing of musak in the stores. 

 

When I became a Christian as a teen-ager I learned that Christmas is about Christ. But then I 
learned that Advent is not Christmas. Christmas points us to the birth of Christ, the incarnation of 
God. Advent reminds us and points us to the Return or Coming of Christ. So, during Advent we will 
spend our worship times reflecting on the meaning of Christõs Coming for His Bride, the Church, for 
us. We will have the special privilege of having one who grew up in this church preach during Ad-
vent, Eric Sunderland. 

 

Finally, donõt forget that we will have a special celebration on Christmas Eve, Lessons and Carols. 
And spiff up your German because we will sing a couple of stanzas of Stille Nacht (Silent Night). 

 

Jane and I  wish all of you a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

Blessings, 

Pastor Kent 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Presbyterian Women 

 invite you to  

the December P.W. Quar-

terly on Saturday December 6, 2008 at 9:00 
a.m. Brunch will be served by Lydia Circle.   

Come shop at the Christmas Boutiqueñit will 
be open on Saturday and Sunday.   

The Madrigals  will sing and start your Christ-
mas season with love and joy! Come and wel-

come the young people of Dinuba High 
School. 

 

 

 

New officers for 2009 will be installed.   

Hope to see you there. 

P.W. Coordinating Team  

Tuesday, December 2ñ9:00 a.m.  

at Alice Hagthropõs 

Womenõs Bible Study 

Monday, December 1 will be the last Bible Study 
for this year.  It will resume again January 20, 

2009. 

 

 

Circles 

Westminster CircleñTuesday December 9ñ 
9:30 a.m. at Janelle Cochranõs. 

Friendship CircleñThursday, December 11 at 
9:30 a.m. at Mary Ellen Johnsonõs. 

Lydia CircleñTuesday, December 16, place to 
be announced. 

Remember to bring food for Open Gate Ministries.  

Look for the box in the narthex. 

 

We wish you all a Merry Christmas! 

 

 

 

 

Shelter needs:  

Spaghetti Sauce, Sugar, Cof-

fee, Creamer, Pastas, Juices, 

Tuna, Powdered Milk, Toilet 

Paper, Hair Brushes, Dispos-

able Razors, Pajamas (all 

sizes), Backpacks, School Sup-

plies, Bath Towels, Kitchen 

Towels. 

 

Presbyterian Women  

Open Gate  
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Items needed for Food 

Distribution Program:  

Canned food items  

(vegetables and fruits), 

beans, rice, soups, pastas, 

and cereals. 
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Game Nights 
The Game Nights childrenôs ministry for grades 3

rd
 to 6

th
 has been meeting since September after taking the summer off. 

We meet at the North Park Apartments in their community room. Our attendance quickly increased to the point where we 

had to split into two sessions---girls from 5:00 to 6:00 and boys from 6:15 to 7:15. On the rolls are 16 girls and 14 boys. 

We had to close enrollment because we canôt handle any more children in the space provided. Some of the children who 

entered Jr. High have transferred over to Matt Naylorôs youth group at the church. 

We are taking some time off for the holidays, with plans to start up again in January. The children enjoy the games, Bible 

lessons, snacks, and the positive adult roll models. 

Thank you to the Womenôs Association for their generous donation to help finance our snacks.  

  

The Game Night Team 

Randy Veeh, Christe Vanderpol, Greg Olson, Lela Nickell, Donna Musson, Steve Musson, Barbara Fry, Jim Brown, & 

Becky Brown  

 

Brothers and sisters in Christ,  

 For those of you who donõt know already, Chad Johnson, my parents (Mike & Nori), my 

brother (Jason) and I will be leaving December 3rd to go to Kenya to serve and share in Christõs 

love with the people there.  My family and I plan to be there two weeks, Chad until the end of 

the month.  While there we will be participating in a large prayer gathering named òThe 

Calló (http://thecall.co.ke/) and serving the missions organizations Love Mercy House and 

Global Childrenõs Movement.  This will also give us an opportunity visit and encourage Jeremy 

Johnson.  Your prayers are appreciated for this trip.  

- Matt Naylor    

Youth News  

 Altared State   

Sunday Mornings  

9-10am 

A time of discipleship 

through scripture, prayer, 

and fellowship.  

Youth Ministry Questions?  

 

Matt Naylor  

Director of Youth Ministries  

Office : 559.591.6610 

Cell : 559.824.0799 

E-mail : naylor121@gmail.com  

Due to Mattõs absence from December 3rd - 18th there will be no open youth room  and no ignite 

youth group for the month of December.  Both programs will resume in January.  There will 

also be no Altared State on December 7th.  
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Working under the direction of the Presbyteryôs Administrative Commission, the Dinuba Presbyterian Session 

met Nov. 11th for a monthly business meeting and Nov. 25th for study and prayer.  Items of interest include the 

following: 

Wedding Coordinator and Events Coordinator:  The positions of Events Coordinator and Wedding Coordi-

nator need to be filled.  Announcements about applying for these positions will appear in the weekly bulletin.  

If anyone is interested in more information about either of these positions, please contact Pastor Kent. 

Presbytery Meeting:  The Presbytery met Saturday, November 22 at 9:00 a.m. to vote on proposed amend-

ments to the Book of Order that came out of the 218th General Assembly last June.  Presbyteryôs Committee on 

Ministry will soon be voting to dismiss the DPC Administrative Commission, effective January 2009. 

Financial Report: Phil Sadoian presented and Session reviewed the Financial Report through October 31, 

2008.  The General Fund balance on Oct. 31, 2008 was $4,959.  The Building Fund balance on this date was 

$77,147.  Phil also reported that two families have come forward with no-interest loans in the amounts of 

$50,000 and $10,000 and that another family has donated $5,000.  These funds will be used to immediately 

pay down the principal on the building debt.  If other members are interested in giving donations or providing 

loans at low or no interest to go toward reducing the church building debt, they should contact Pastor Kent, 

Phil Sadoian, or Steve Musson. 

Budget Committee Report:  Phil reported that the Budget Committee held its first meeting and will continue 

meeting and working on the 2009 budget. 

Deaconôs Report:  Dorothy Nehf reported on the plans that are being made by the Deacons to help needy 

families in Dinuba over the holidays.   

Report on Evangelical Presbyterian Church (EPC) and New Wineskins:  Session is continuing to monitor 

the situation within the PC (USA) regarding the amendment to the Book of Order.  In a continuing effort to 

keep updated and informed, Session reviewed a report prepared by Justin Hebert, which included the vision 

statement of the New Wineskins renewal group as well as the doctrinal stances of the EPC. 

Parish Annual Report:  Debbie Hurley and Hans Wilgenburg outlined the plans for the Parish Annual. This 

year, 50-year membership awards were earned by Mary Ellen Johnson, Harriet Carver, and Nyal Carver.   

Decorating Committee Report:  The request by the Decorating Committee to use liturgical colors (red, 

green, purple) in decorating for the Advent Season was approved.   

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service:  Plans are being made for the Christmas Eve candlelight service.  In or-

der to eliminate spilled candle wax on the upholstery and carpet, candles will be lighted as attendees leave the 

church and gather under the portico for a closing hymn and prayer.  

Reception of New Elders:  On November 25th, Session met with the newly elected Elders, heard their faith 

journeys, and acted to receive them as new Elders by unanimous vote. 

Additional Rectangular Tables:  The church has received a ñmatching-giftò offer for new, lightweight 8 foot 

rectangular tables.  For every table (up to 10) that the church buys, the ñmatching-giftò will provide another 

table. The congregation is being asked for donations to buy ten new tables.  The cost per table is approxi-

mately $45.  

Next Meeting Date:  The December business meeting will be held Monday, December 8th at 7 pm.   

 

Session Notes  



PAGE 6  DECEMBER  2008 

December         January 2009 
 

Donna Peterson        Jim & Becky Brown  

Shirley Schuil         Bette George 

Nyal & Harriet Carver        Margaret Lopez 

Larry & Sherry White        Tim & Suzie Hofer 

Tom & Janelle Cochran       Jack & Sunny Mullen 

Mike & Carol Slusher        Rose Hachigian 

               

 

 Coffee Hour  

greeters for both church services.  We are back to using the monthly host committee for cof-
fee hour and greeters. 

 

 

 

General Fund Budget           $229,468 

General Fund Giving           $172,039 

Weekly Average     43 Sundays              $4,001 

Needed Weekly to meet Budget              $4,413 

General Fund Balance       10/31/08          $4,959 

 

Building Fund Receipts             $39,018 

Interest                    $148 

Building Fund Balance       10/31/08        $77,147 

 

Mission Giving              $17,697 

Mission Distributed            $16,498 

 

Host Committeeõs 

 

Financial 1/1/08ñ10/31/08 



December Calendar 2008 
 

      Sunday                   Monday          Tuesday          Wednesday          Thursday              Friday                  Saturday 

 

 

 
1 2 

9a P.W. 
Coordnating 
Team at Alice 
Hagthropõs 

 

 

 

3 

7p Choir 

 

 

4 

6:30p Praise 
Team 

5 

6:00a Menõs Bible 
Study & 
Fellowship 

6:30p Kayaks 
Thanksmas 
Dinner at the 
church 

6 

9a P.W. 
Quar-
terly/Bru
nch and 
Christmas 
Boutique 

 

              7 

2nd Sunday of Advent 

9a Adult Discipleship 
Class 

10 Worship Service 

11 Fellowship 

 

8 

6:30p Deacons 

7 Session 

 

 

9 

9:30a Westmin-
ster Circle at 
Janelle Coch-
ranõs 

7p Trustees 

10 

7p Choir 

 

              11 

9:30a Friendship 
Circle at Mary 
Ellen Johnsonõs 

6:30p Praise 
Team 

 

  

12 

6:00a Menõs Bible 
Study & 
Fellowship 

 

 

13 

5:00p 
Single 
Womenõs 
Potluck 

14 

3rd Sunday of Advent 

9a Adult & Youth Disci-
pleship Classes 

9 Heritage Service 

10 Fellowship 

10:30 Contemporary 

 

            15 
 

            16 

 Lydia Circle 
place and time 
to be announced 

  

 

             17 

7p Choir 

 18 

6:30p Praise 
Team 

              19 

6:00a Menõs Bible 
Study & 
Fellowship 

 

20 

 

21 

4th Sunday of Advent 

9a Adult & Youth Disci-
pleship Classes 

9 Heritage Service 

10 Fellowship 

10:30 Contemporary 

 

 

22 

 

23 

 

 

24 

6p Christmas 
Eve Service 

 

25 

Christmas Day  

26 

6:00a Menõs Bible 
Study & 
Fellowship 

 

  

27 

 

28 

9a Adult & Youth  Dis-
cipleship Classes 

9 Heritage Service 

10 Fellowship 

10:30 Contemporary 

4p Prayer Time  

 

29 
 

30 

 

31 

New Years 
Eve 

   



Special Events  

 

December  

Birthdayõs 

1  Donna Musson  

2 Casey Sadoian, Nicole Sadoian, 
Alexandra Eusebio  

4  Tommy Henderson 

6  Mitch Garispe  

7  Jennifer Goerzen  

9  Darin Johnson , David Johnson, 
Kathy Orta 

12  Daniel Olson  

13  Jeanne Johnson  

16  Joshua Olson 

18  Suzie Hofer, Pat Johnson, Eric 
Sunderland, John Hurley  

19  Richard Britsch, Adam Sanchez 

23  Dolores Day 

26  Kenny Johnson 

29 Tahirih Giese   

December 16  

Justin & Connie Hebert 

�&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�·�V���0�L�Q�L�V�W�U�\������ 

Thank you to the ones who have already 

volunteered for the nursery. If anyone 

is interested in helping out, please call 

Coordinator Marge Freeman at 591-

2976.  

�.�D�\�D�N�V���´�7�K�D�Q�N�V�P�D�V�µ���3�D�U�W�\ 
You are invited to a soup dinner 

Friday December 5 at 6:30 p.m. At the 
church 

Bring a pot of soup or a large salad everything 
else is provided 

RSVP to 591- 8842 

Hosted by the Mussonôs and olsonôs 

Each person bring a $5.00 (maximum) gift for ex-

change and canned/dried goods for Open gate 

All are welcome! 

A Special Christmas Choir Opportunity �³ A Beautiful Christ-

mas Eve Celebration called �´�/�H�V�V�R�Q�V���L�Q���&�D�U�R�O�V�µ��is being planned.  

This service, which will include candlelight caroling, is quickly be-

coming a community tradition and we expect many guests like we 

did last year.  The choir will be a large part of this service, and it is 

important that we have a good, solid choir that evening.  Even if you 

nave not sung for several years, but  could commit to three 

Wednesday rehearsals; December 3, 10, and 17, we would like 

you to consider joining the choir for this month of celebration and 

the important Christmas Eve Service.  Call Rollin at 859 -7302 or 

just come to rehearsal this Wednesday December 3rd at 7 p.m.  


